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News Release
 

 
March 17, 2020 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
  

FORT BRAGG CITY MANAGER DECLARES LOCAL EMERGENCY 
 
In response to the continued spread of COVID-19 in California and counties surrounding Mendocino 
County, City Manager, Tabatha Miller, declared a local emergency (attached) late this morning. The City 
has been operating under Mendocino County’s, the State of California’s and the Federal Government’s 
emergency declarations.  The City Manager made the decision to declare the local emergency in 
response to the Mendocino County Health Official’s Order of March 16, 2020.  That Order imposed a 
countywide moratorium on gatherings of 50 or more persons, a conditional moratorium on gatherings 
between 10-50 people and recommended countywide to sheltering in place.  While there are currently 
ZERO confirmed COVID-19 cases in Mendocino County, the County Health Official has stated that with 
expanded testing and spread of the virus that is very likely to change in the next few days.   
 
These actions are taken to mitigate or slow the spread of COVID-19 in order to protect the health of our 
citizens, particularly those over 65 years of age or with compromised health conditions.  The City’s 
Declaration provides the City of Fort Bragg additional powers and duties during the emergency.  Most 
significant, the Declaration makes Public Health Experts’ recommendations mandatory within the 
boundaries of the City of Fort Bragg and allows City officials to enforce the County Health Official’s orders. 
Key points from the Mendocino County Health Official’s March 16, 2020 Order include: 
 

1. Nonessential public or private gatherings of 50 or more people are prohibited.  
 

2. Nonessential public or private gatherings of between 10 and 50 persons are prohibited unless all 
COVID-19 risk mitigation measures are implemented. 
 

A nonessential gathering is any event or convening that brings together ten (10) or more persons 
in a single room or single space at the same time, such as an auditorium, stadium, arena, 
conference room, meeting hall, cafeteria, theater, restaurant, bar, or any other confined indoor or 
confined outdoor space.  Please note that this includes restaurants, which are now limited 
to delivery and take-out service ONLY. Nonessential gatherings do not include office 
environments, classrooms, medical offices, hospitals, clinics; or retail, pharmacy, or grocery 
stores. 
 

3. Shelter in Place.  It is recommended that all individuals living in Mendocino County shelter in 
place in their place of residence.  This means only leaving your residence for Essential Activities, 
Essential Governmental Functions or to operate Essential Businesses.  Anytime you leave your 
residence, maintain social distancing of at least six feet distance from any other person.  Note: 
while this is currently a recommendation and not a mandate, the Mendocino County 
Health Official has stated that if a case of COVID-19 is confirmed in Mendocino County 
this will likely be made mandatory. 
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Essential Activities are activities or performing tasks essential to health and safety, or to the 
health and safety of family or household members. Examples include obtaining medical 
supplies, medication or visiting a health care professional; obtain necessary supplies or 
services including food (human and pet) and other necessary household supplies; and to engage 
in outdoor activities such as walking, hiking or running (while maintaining social distancing 
requirements); and to care for family member or pet.   
 
Essential Business include: healthcare operations and essential infrastructure; stores selling food 
and household consumer products; food cultivation businesses; businesses providing food and 
shelter for economically disadvantaged; newspapers, television, radio and other media services; 
gas stations, auto supply and repair facilities; banks and financial institutions; hardware stores; 
plumbers, electricians, exterminators and other essential sanitation service providers; mailing 
and shipping services; education institutions; laundromats; drycleaners and laundry services; 
restaurants serving only delivery or carryout; businesses that provide services for people to work 
from home; businesses that deliver these products; taxis and other transportation; home-based 
care for seniors, adults and children; and childcare facilities for essential employees.   

 
Please be aware that violations or a failure to comply with the County’s Order is a misdemeanor 
punishable by fine, imprisonment or both.  This press release serves as a summary of the County’s Order 
only.  Please refer to the Mendocino Health Official’s March 16, 2020 Order for detailed definitions and 
more information.     
 
Questions regarding this information should be directed to Tabatha Miller, City Manager, at 
tmiller@fortbragg.com or (707) 961-2823. 
 
 
 

https://www.mendocinocounty.org/home/showdocument?id=33062
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