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GENERAL INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

Date of Election

Tuesday, November 8, 2016. Polls are open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Positions for Election

Two (2) City Council seats have terms that expire in December 2016.

Councilmembers are elected at large and serve a four-year term. The Mayor and Vice
Mayor are selected every two years from among the Councilmembers.

Candidate Qualifications

All candidates must be:
18 years of age at the time of election;
A citizen of the state at the time of election;
A resident of Fort Bragg residing within the City Limits;
A registered voter and qualified to vote at the time nomination papers are issued; and
Not convicted of designated crimes as specified in the Constitution and laws of the state.

Nomination Period and Candidate Handbook

Opens Monday, July 18, 2016, and closes Friday, August 12, 2016, at 5:00 p.m.

If an incumbent does not file, the nomination period is extended to Wednesday, August
17, 2016, at 5:00 p.m.

Nomination papers and Candidate Handbooks will be available on the first day of the
nomination period, Monday, July 18, 2016. “Pulling” nomination papers will take
approximately 30 to 45 minutes. All candidates are encouraged to make an appointment
with the City Clerk’s office to pull and return their nomination papers by calling
707.961.1694.

City Clerk Office hours are: Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (closed 12:30
to 1:30 p.m.).

Campaign Reporting Requirements

Contact the Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) directly for any questions
regarding campaign reporting requirements. The FPPC provides free, expert advice at
their toll-free number. Campaign forms, manuals and instructions are available on the
FPPC website.

(866) ASK-FPPC (275-3772)
E-mail: advice@fppc.ca.gov

Website: http://www.fppc.ca.gov
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Compensation

Council Members are currently paid $300 per month for City Councilmember duties; plus
$100 per month if Improvement District Board business is conducted; plus 100% City
paid medical, dental and vision insurance for councilmember and qualified dependents.

Costs to File Nomination Papers

There is no cost to be issued nomination papers or to receive a Candidate Handbook.
The filing of a Candidate’s Statement is optional. If you choose to file a Candidate’s
Statement, the maximum is 400 words. The deposit is $400 for English only and $700
for English and Spanish. Candidate statements are due at the time of filing nomination
papers and should be submitted in English only. The County Election Office will have a
certified Spanish translator translate your statement into Spanish. Note: The cost for
your Candidate Statement is only an estimate. The County Election Office will determine
the cost and it will be deducted from your deposit. If additional costs are incurred, the
City will bill the candidate after the November election.

Council Meetings

Regular City Council meetings are held on the second and fourth Monday of each month
at 6:00 p.m. Closed Session meetings, if held, typically occur at the end of the regularly
scheduled meeting. Special or Adjourned City Council meetings may be held as needed.

Registered Voters

According to the County Registrar of Voters, the City of Fort Bragg has 3,494 registered
voters. The last day to register to vote in the November 2016 election is October 24,
2016.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1. Is there a filing fee required to run for the City Council?

There is no filing fee due with the filing of a candidate’s nomination papers.

2. May my spouse, friend, or campaign manager pick up and file my nomination
documents?

It is strongly recommended that a candidate appear in person so the City Clerk’s office can
review all the requirements of the nomination documents with the candidate. An
authorization form, available from the City Clerk’s office, will be requested to be completed
by the candidate before nomination documents are issued to someone other than the
candidate.

3. What happens if some of the signatures I obtain on my nomination papers are not
registered voters or do not live in the City?

It is important that you file your nomination papers early so there will be time to check the
signatures and notify you of any insufficiencies. That will give you time to circulate a new
petition if you do not have enough qualified signatures. If you wait until the last day and your
signatures are insufficient, you will not qualify as a candidate and you will not be placed on
the ballot.

4. What if I change my mind about being a candidate after filing nomination papers?

You may withdraw as a candidate at any time PRIOR to the close of the nomination period,
which is Friday, August 12, 2016 (or Wednesday, August 17, 2016, if the nomination period
is extended). You are NOT permitted to withdraw after that date, and your name will appear
on the ballot. Withdrawal must be made in writing, addressed to the City Clerk, by said
deadline.

5. When will I be informed of my candidate qualification status?

The Mendocino County Clerk/Registrar of Voters will certify to the examination of
Nomination papers and provide the City Clerk with a statement as to whether or not the
signatures are sufficient. You will be informed in writing as soon as your nomination paper is
qualified or disqualified.

6. How soon will a list of candidates be available after the close of the nomination
period?

A complete list of candidates will be available following the close of the filing period and
once all nomination paper signatures have been verified.

7. May I change or correct the spelling/wording on my Candidate’s Statement after it has
been submitted?

NO, you may not. Your Candidate’s Statement may be withdrawn, but not changed, during
the period for filing nomination papers and until 5:00 p.m. the next working day after the
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close of the nomination period. It is recommended that you thoroughly review your
Candidate’s Statement for spelling, grammar and typographical errors.

8. When can political signs be placed?

Temporary political signs can be placed in the Coastal Zone of the City of Fort Bragg no
earlier than 60 days before the election (September 9, 2016) and must be removed within
10 days after the election (November 18, 2016). Temporary political signs can be placed in
the Inland Zone of the City of Fort Bragg no earlier than 90 days before the election (August
10, 2016) and must be removed within 5 days after the election (November 13, 2016).
Political signs require a Political Sign Permit Application and a refundable deposit of $100.
See pages 377-378 for information on placement and removal of political signs; see page
380 for a city zoning map.

9. When will sample ballots be mailed to the voters?

State law requires sample ballots be mailed to all qualified voters between 40 to 21 days
before the election. Sample ballots will be mailed no later than October 10, 2016.

10. How can I find out the election results?

The ballots will be counted on election night after the polls are closed (starting at 8:00 p.m.)
by the Elections Division of the Mendocino County Office of Assessor-County Clerk-
Recorder. Election results will be posted on the County’s website periodically until the ballot
count is complete, which may take up to 30 days. The County’s website is
https://www.co.mendocino.ca.us/acr/current.htm. The City Council will certify the results of
the election no later than December 12, 2016. (Elec. Code §§ 10262, 10263.)

11. When will the newly elected Councilmembers take office and Mayor and Vice Mayor
be selected?

The newly elected Councilmembers will take office, and the Mayor and Vice Mayor will be
selected, at the same meeting at which the City Council certifies the results of the election.
This will occur no earlier than December 1 and no later than December 12, 2016. (Elec.
Code §§ 10262, 10263; Gov. Code §§ 36801.)
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HELPFUL CONTACT INFORMATION

City of Fort Bragg
(Nomination papers; general questions
regarding municipal election)

June Lemos, City Clerk
416 N. Franklin Street
Fort Bragg, CA 95437
Phone: 707.961.2823 ext. 104
Email: jlemos@fortbragg.com
Website: http://city.fortbragg.com/

Fair Political Practices Commission
(Forms or questions pertaining to campaign
statements or disclosures)

428 J Street, Suite 450
PO Box 807
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: 866.ASK.FPPC (866.275.3772)
Email: advice@fppc.ca.gov
Website: www.fppc.ca.gov

Institute for Local Government
(General resource for California Ethics Law)

1400 K Street, Suite 205
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: 916.658.8208
Website: www.ca-ilg.org

Mendocino County Assessor-County
Clerk-Recorder
(Voting and elections information; voter
registration)

Susan M. Ranochak, Registrar of Voters
501 Low Gap Road, Room 1020
Ukiah, CA 95482
Phone: 707.234.6819
Email: ranochas@co.mendocino.ca.us
Website: https://www.co.mendocino.ca.us/acr/

Secretary of State
(Committee Identification Numbers; general
candidate advice)

1500 11th Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
Elections Division: 916.657.2166
Political Reform Division: 916.653.6224
Website: www.sos.ca.gov

State Franchise Tax Board
(Tax-related questions)

Phone: 800.338.0505
Website: www.ftb.ca.gov
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DO NOT USE THIS MAP TO DETERMINE PROPERTY BOUNDARIES.

Map produced by the Mendocino County Assessors Office, June, 2016.  Contour Interval = 80 feet where shown.
Aerial photography NAIP 2010. Parcel data from October 2015.  Road data from March 2008.
THIS MAP IS PROVIDED WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND.
Reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the map and data provided, however errors and ommissions may still exist.
Do not make a business decision based on this data.  Data does not represent surveyed information and is approximate.
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