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PLACEMENT AND REMOVAL OF POLITICAL SIGNS

It is expected that candidates will want to use campaign signs to promote their candidacy. The
City asks that each candidate keep in mind the best interests of the community by complying
with State and local codes regarding signs. It is important to maintain an aesthetically pleasing
appearance in the City, while providing the opportunity for each of you to make voters aware of
your candidacy.

Section 17.100.020 of the Fort Bragg Municipal Code defines political signs as follows:

Political or Social Issue Sign. A sign that addresses:
(a) The passage or defeat of a measure appearing on the ballot in any national, state, or

local election;
(b) The election or defeat of any candidate for any public office in any national, state, or

local election; or
(c) An international, national, state, or local political or social issue.

Political signs may be placed on private property with the consent of the owner. To determine
whether your sign is located on property in the Coastal Zone or Inland Zone, see the City's
Zoning Map on page 380.

Political signs placed in commercial and industrial districts require a Political Sign Permit and a
refundable deposit of $100 per the 2016 City of Fort Bragg Fee Schedule.

Political Signs are governed by Fort Bragg Municipal Code Sections 17.38.040(C)(4) for the
Coastal Zone and 18.38.040(C)(4) for the Inland Zone.

Coastal Land Use & Development Code
17.38.040 –Sign Permit Requirements
C. Temporary signs.

4. Political signs. Political signs are allowed in compliance with the following requirements.
a. Prior to the placement of a political sign, the agent/candidate shall post with the City

Clerk a plan for the removal of all signs placed in Commercial and Industrial districts
and removal of all signs placed by the candidate or his/her agents in Residential
districts. In the event that the signs are not removed in compliance with the plan for
removal, the City shall provide notice and summary abatement. The removal plan
shall also apply to signs located at campaign or party headquarters.

b. No political sign shall be erected prior to 60 days before the election to which the sign
pertains.

c. In Commercial and Industrial zoning districts, each political sign and the total political
signage on a parcel shall not exceed 32 square feet in area.

d. In Residential districts, no political sign shall exceed four square feet in area.
e. No political sign shall be located in a public right-of-way.
f. All political signs shall be removed within 10 days after the election.

Inland Land Use & Development Code
18.38.040 –Sign Permit Requirements
C. Temporary signs.

4. Signs are allowed 90 days prior to an election and five days after an election so long as
the sign is in compliance with the following requirements:
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a. In Commercial and Industrial zoning districts, each temporary sign and the total
temporary signage on a parcel shall not exceed 32 square feet in area.

b. In Residential districts, no temporary sign shall exceed four square feet in area.
c. No temporary sign shall be located in a public right-of-way.

Submit completed applications and deposit checks to:

June Lemos
City Clerk
City of Fort Bragg
416 N. Franklin Street
Fort Bragg, CA 95437
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PENAL CODE SECTION 556-556.4

556. It is a misdemeanor for any person to place or maintain, or cause to be placed or
maintained without lawful permission upon any property of the State, or of a city or of a county,
any sign, picture, transparency, advertisement, or mechanical device which is used for the
purpose of advertising or which advertises or brings to notice any person, article of
merchandise, business or profession, or anything that is to be or has been sold, bartered, or
given away.

556.1. It is a misdemeanor for any person to place or maintain or cause to be placed or
maintained upon any property in which he has no estate or right of possession any sign, picture,
transparency, advertisement, or mechanical device which is used for the purpose of advertising,
or which advertises or brings to notice any person, article of merchandise, business or
profession, or anything that is to be or has been sold, bartered, or given away, without the
consent of the owner, lessee, or person in lawful possession of such property before such sign,
picture, transparency, advertisement, or mechanical device is placed upon the property.

556.2. Sections 556 and 556.1 do not prevent the posting of any notice required by law or order
of any court, to be posted, nor the posting or placing of any notice, particularly pertaining to the
grounds or premises upon which the notice is so posted or placed, nor the posting or placing of
any notice, sign, or device used exclusively for giving public notice of the name, direction or
condition of any highway, street, lane, road or alley.

556.3. Any sign, picture, transparency, advertisement, or mechanical device placed on any
property contrary to the provisions of Sections 556 and 556.1, is a public nuisance.

556.4. For purposes of this article, information that appears on any sign, picture, transparency,
advertisement, or mechanical device such as, but not limited to, the following, may be used as
evidence to establish the fact, and may create an inference, that a person or entity is
responsible for the posting of the sign, picture, transparency, advertisement, or mechanical
device:

(a) The name, telephone number, address, or other identifying information regarding the
real estate broker, real estate brokerage firm, real estate agent, or other person
associated with the firm.

(b) The name, telephone number, address, or other identifying information of the owner or
lessee of property used for a commercial activity or event.

(c) The name, telephone number, address, or other identifying information of the sponsor or
promoter of a sporting event, concert, theatrical performance, or similar activity or event.
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The following properties are owned by the City of Fort Bragg

and are not contiguous to the City limits. They have been

annexed to the City and are assigned the General Plan land

use classification of Public Facilities.

APN PURPOSE

018-391-07 Hwy 20 Water Tank (fire station)
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020-480-19 Water Treatment Plant/Corp. Yard

020-500-13

G
L

A
S

S
B

E
A

C
H

D
R

HOLMES LN

O
L

D
H

A
U

L
R

D

S
TE

W
A

R
T

S
T

S
T

E
W

A
R

T
S

T

W
E

S
T

S
T

WINIFRED ST

P
E

R
K

IN
S

S
T

.

B
R

A
N

D
O

N
W

A
Y

M
O

R
R

O
W

N
A

N
C

Y

S
A

N
D

E
R

S
O

N

R
A

S
M

U
S

S
E

N

H
O

W
LA

N
D

C
T

A
C

O
R

N

H
O

C
K

E
R

C
A

L
IF

O
R

N
IA

W
Y

D
A

N
A

S
T

TAUBOLD CT

J
E

W
E

T
T

S
T

EDDY

AZALEA

PENITENTI

E
B

B
IN

G
W

Y

W
O

O
D

L
A

N
D

D
R

LONNE WY

N
O

Y
O

HEIGHTS

L
IV

IN
G

S
T

O
N

F
L
O

R
E

N
C

E

M
c
K

IN
LE

Y

OAK ST

P
A

R
K

S
U

S
IE

C
T

S
P

R
IN

G
C

T

O
L
S

E
N

D
U

B
O

IS
L

N

E
S

P
E

Y
W

Y

CYPRESS ST

KEMPPE

H
A

Z
E

LW
O

O
D

W
O

O
D

W
A

R
D

M
Y

R
T
L
E

SOUTH ST

NORTH
HARBOR

DR

N
E

P
T

U
N

E

P
A

C
IF

IC

C
L
IF

F

M
O

N
T

E
R

E
Y

D
E

L
M

A
R

BOATYARD DR

BAY VIEW

OAK T
E

R
R

A
C

E

H
A

R
O

L
D

S
T

CEDAR ST

NESS

DICK WMS WY

MADRONE ST .

R
IV

E
R

DR

380

Jlemos
Text Box


