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Policy C-11.2:  Handicapped Access. In conformance with State and Federal regulations, 
continue to review all projects for handicapped access and require the installation of curb cuts, 
ramps, and other improvements facilitating handicapped access. 

 
Program C-11.2.1: Assist organizations, such as the Senior Center, which provide transit 
service to the elderly and the mobility-impaired, in identifying and obtaining funding.  

 

Policy C-11.3  Support Improved Access:  Support improved access to public 
transportation and pedestrian facilities for people with disabilities. 
 

Program C-11.3.1:  Continue to apply for grants for ADA-related projects from MCOG 
and other sources.  
 
Program C-11.3.2: Consider funding to implement the City’s ADA Access and 
Transportation Plan through the City’s Capital Improvement Plan (CIP), grants, and 
State and Federal transportation funds.  

 
12. Train Service 
 
The Sierra Railroad, known as the Skunk Line, operates a rail system between Willits and Fort 
Bragg.  It is the only railroad in the region that has maintained passenger service on a regular 
basis since its founding.  Train service is offered daily (approximately eleven months per year), 
and handles approximately 80,000 passengers annually.  Freight service is provided on request.  
 
The Skunk Depot, located at Laurel Street in the Central Business District, has been recently 
renovated, including additional parking facilities.  It provides access to MTA’s local and regional 
buses.  The railroad not only benefits from the extensive tourist traffic on the Mendocino Coast, 
it is also a major generator of visitors to the Willits and Fort Bragg areas.  
 
Although the use of the Skunk Line for freight transportation has decreased in recent years, it 
continues to provide freight service.  If the rail lines were upgraded to carry heavier loads, it 
could serve as an incentive to increase freight loads.  
 
Goal C-12 Increase use of the Skunk Line for transportation of people and freight.  
 

Policy C-12.1 Skunk Train:  Encourage increased use of the Skunk Train. 
 

Program C-12.1.1:  Continue to work with the Skunk Train Company to improve and 
expand facilities at the Skunk Depot.  
 
Program C-12.1.2:  Work with the Mendocino Council of Governments to facilitate 
increased use of the Skunk Line as an alternative to automobile transportation between 
Fort Bragg and Willits.  
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13. Coordinate Regional Transportation Planning  
 
Traffic congestion along Fort Bragg's Main Street is connected to development in 
unincorporated areas to the north and south of the City.  Main Street is Highway One which is 
the primary north-south route for all communities on the coast.  Land use decisions made by the 
County of Mendocino have a significant impact on transportation in the Fort Bragg area.  The 
City works closely with the regional agencies described below: 

• County of Mendocino:  maintains and plans the county road system.  
• Mendocino Council of Governments (MCOG): prepares and carries out a Regional 

Transportation Plan, establishes priorities for Federal and State funding, and funds 
studies of transportation corridors.  

• Mendocino Transit Authority, (MTA): operates several transit routes serving the City and 
the region.  It is a county-wide authority created through a joint powers agreement 
among cities and the County. 

 
Goal C-13 Coordinate regional traffic planning.  
 

Policy C-13.1 Regional Transportation Efforts:  Participate in regional transportation 
planning efforts. 
 

Program C-13.1.1:  Continue to provide City Council and staff representation on regional 
transportation planning agencies. 
 
Program C-13.1.2:  Work with the MCOG and Caltrans to coordinate transportation 
planning and to identify funding for necessary transportation improvements.  
 
Program C-13.1.3:  Continue to ensure that MCOG's Regional Transportation Plan 
(RTP), the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) and the State Highway 
Systems Operation and Protection Plan (SHOPP) include needed improvements to 
Highway One and Highway 20 in the Fort Bragg Planning area. Such improvements 
shall be designed to ensure that Highway One in rural areas outside the Mendocino 
County urban/rural boundary remains a scenic two-lane road consistent with Section 
30254 of the Coastal Act. 

 
14. Funding Transportation Improvements 
 
Funding transportation improvements is predominantly a Federal, State, and regional 
responsibility.  For many years the road system has received the largest proportion of public 
expenditures for transportation.  Although increased funding for alternative modes of 
transportation has significant environmental and social benefits, roadway funding will continue 
to receive the highest priority.  Fort Bragg remains a relatively isolated coastal community and 
depends on the road system for the majority of its transportation needs. 
 
A significant amount of the traffic in Fort Bragg is through-traffic (trips that originate or have 
destinations outside of the City).  The logging industry, tourist travel, and people coming to Fort 
Bragg from around the region for shopping, educational, medical, and other services generate 
much of the traffic.  
 
It is necessary that funding mechanisms be expanded to ensure effective coordination among 
different government jurisdictions.  The goals, policies, and programs below complement those 
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in the Land Use and Public Facilities Elements requiring new development to pay for its fair 
share of maintaining the City's infrastructure and service levels.  
 
Goal C-14 Promote balanced funding for transportation.  
 

Policy C-14.1  Development to Pay Its Fair Share:  Require new development to pay its 
fair share of transportation improvements to maintain levels of service and traffic safety in the 
City.  
 

Program C-14.1.1:  Develop a City-wide Traffic Mitigation Fee Program.  
 

Program C-14.1.2:  Work with the County of Mendocino and MCOG to develop traffic 
mitigation fees for the Fort Bragg Sphere of Influence.  Consider adopting a 
memorandum of understanding between the City of Fort Bragg and the County 
regarding traffic mitigation fees. 
  
Program C-14.1.3:  Work with MCOG to ensure that the standards and requirements 
contained in the joint City and County Traffic Mitigation Program between Fort Bragg 
and the County are incorporated into the Regional Transportation Plan.  

 
Program C-14.1.4:  Include in the Traffic Mitigation Fee Program mitigation fees for new 
development with primary access to Highway One and Highway 20.  Utilize the funds 
collected as a local match to encourage Caltrans to raise the priority of Highway One 
and Highway 20 improvements.  
 
Program C-14.1.5:  Ensure that the City's Pavement Management System obtains 
funding from the Traffic Mitigation Fee Program, as deemed appropriate by the traffic 
impact fee nexus study and applicable State law.   
 
Program C-14.1.6:  Carry out an ongoing inventory of transportation system needs to be 
included in the City's Capital Improvement Plan.  
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